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“The Mission of the Catholic Schools of the Diocese of Paterson is to develop communities that are Christ-centered, 

academically excellent and welcoming, that enable students to be lifelong learners and good citizens of the world.” 

 

 

 

Transmitting knowledge about the faith, though essential, is not sufficient.  If 
 students are to gain a genuine experience of the Church, the example of 
 teachers and others responsible for their formation is crucial:  the witness of 
 adults in the school community is a vital part of the school’s identity. 

       Pope John Paul II 

 

 

 

RELIGION CURRICULUM ROLLOUT 

The new Diocese of Paterson Religion Curriculum for K-12 is ready for rollout. After two years of work 

by an outstanding committee at both the elementary and high school level, the document will be shared 

in two workshops. 

 

The first workshop is scheduled for Tuesday, September 13th, from 9:30 am – 12:00 pm. All 

elementary principals, pastors, and teachers of Religion in grades 6-8 should attend. Teachers are 

welcome to bring their Religion textbooks to facilitate the implementation process.  

 

The second workshop will be held on Tuesday, September 13th, from 12:30 – 3:00 pm. This workshop 

will be for elementary teachers of Religion in grades PreK-5, high school principals, chaplains, and all high 

school theology teachers. Again, please bring current textbooks and resources. Principals are encouraged 

to notify their pastors or chaplains of these meetings. Both workshops will be held in the cafeteria at 

the John Paul II Center.  Principals should RSVP to Connie Mikolajczyk at 

comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org with the number of teachers attending by September 7th. 
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ALL STEM PRINCIPALS MEETING  

Principals of STEM schools, all cohorts, will meet on September 14th from 9:30 to 11:00 am in the 

Terrace Room of the Diocesan Center in Clifton.   Please contact Debbie Duane at 

dduane@patersondiocese.org if you are unable to attend. 

 

STEM CERTIFICATION MEETING - Principals from the four schools seeking STEM accreditation from 

AdvancEd in 2017 will meet from 11:00 to 12:00 noon following the all STEM principals meeting on 

September 14th in the Terrace Room of the Diocesan Center. 

 

COOP WEBINAR 

A COOP webinar will be held for all 8th grade teachers and test coordinators on September 

15th from 1:30 – 2:30 pm.  Kindly register with Connie Mikolajczyk at 

comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org at which time the logon for the webinar will be sent to 

you. 

 
 

PRINCIPAL LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
On Friday, September 16, 2016, new principals and second year principals will meet for the first 

quarterly in-service program of this school year.  The meeting, which will start at 9:30am and conclude 

by 11:30, will be held at the Diocesan Pastoral Center, in the main conference room. 

 

 

STANDARDS BASED REPORT CARD TRAINING FOR NEW TEACHERS 

A workshop for new teachers in grades K-3 using the Diocesan Standards-based report card will be held 

on September 16th from 1:30-2:30pm in rooms #101-102 at the JP II Center.  The workshop will cover 

the mechanics of using the assessment tool in PowerSchool as well as the philosophy behind standards-

based grading and how to monitor and discuss student progress.  Please RSVP the number of teachers 

attending to Connie Mikolajczyk at comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org.  New principals are also 

encouraged to attend. 

 

 

MATH PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT WORKSHOPS  

Professional Development for elementary teachers of mathematics has been scheduled for the 2016- 

2017 school year. The PD is in response to recommendations made by the Diocesan Math Committee and 

Terra Nova analysis in 2015 and 2016. With additional consultation from high school principals and 

department chairs, we are pleased to offer this ongoing professional development over the next several  
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years to strengthen instructional strategies and authentic assessment methods used by teachers. 

Several facilitators were explored before partnering with Rutgers University for the workshops. Their 

experience in the areas of sustained teacher education, effective assessments, current pedagogy, and 

challenges impacting student achievement will provide teachers with meaningful workshops over the 

course of several years.  

 

Our initial workshops are as follows: 

 Sept. 19 - Teachers of Math in Grades K-2 from 2:00 to 4:30pm  

 Sept. 26 - Teachers of Math in Grades 3-5 from 2:00 to 4:30pm  

 An October workshop will be scheduled for math teachers in Grades 6-8. 

Principals are asked to RSVP to Connie at comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org by September 14th 

with the number of teachers attending. Principals are encouraged to attend. Both sessions will be held at 

the JPII Cafeteria. 

 

 

NEW JERSEY TEACHER CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP  

A workshop for all new teachers seeking state certification and their principals will be held on 

September 20th from 2:30 to 3:30pm in the cafeteria at the JPII Center. The workshop will cover the 

new reporting requirements including online reporting, developing SGOs, and the evaluation protocol in 

this new 2-year process. Please RSVP with the number attending by September 13th to Connie at 

comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org. 

 

 

PRINCIPALS MEETING 
On September 21, 2016, there will be a meeting for all principals in the cafeteria at the John Paul II 

Center in Clifton.  The topic will be the continuation of the AdvancEd reaccreditation process. The 

meeting will begin at 8:30 am and conclude by 3:00 pm.  

 

UNIT PLANNING WORKSHOP – PART 1 

A workshop to review the unit planning process in the Diocese of Paterson will be held on September 

27th from 3:00-4:30pm.  This workshop is for those new to the Diocese of Paterson as well as for those 

who need a refresher in the development of quality objectives and assessment.  Teachers or principals 

wishing to attend are asked to RSVP to Connie Mikolajczyk at comikolajczyk.diocese@patdioschools.org 

by September 20th.   
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MEETING OF HEADS OF SCHOOL 
On Wednesday, September 28, 2016, there will be a luncheon meeting for the heads of all private and 

diocesan Catholic high schools. The meeting will be held at Morris Catholic High School in Denville. It will 

begin at 11:00am and conclude by 1:00pm.  Heads of school and principals that have agenda items are 

asked to submit them to Mary Baier (mabaier.diocese@patdioschools.org) by September 23, 2016. 

 

 

FAMILY INCOME SURVEY 

As you prepare for enrollment for the 2016-17 school year, you may want to include an E-rate household 

income survey in your paperwork.  We want to ensure that your school’s E-rate discount accurately 

reflects the income levels of your student population.  The Household Survey letter can be included in 

your enrollment process to determine income eligibility for your E-rate funding for year 2017-18.  The 

survey can be found by going to our website and clicking under the Surveys and Questionnaire tab.  You 

can also access it by clicking here.  

 

 

FUNDING FOR NONPUBLIC SCHOOL PROGRAMS 
The State funding for nonpublic school programs must be used in the school year or will be lost- there is 

no carryover. As to federal funding, unused funding may be carried over to the next school year, 

however, it is limited to the one-year extension.  LEAs are required to provide each school with a funding 

statement annually. 

  

Please contact Patrick Peace at patrickpeace@patersondiocese.org  if you are invited or will attend any 

LEA meeting that will involve information regarding nonpublic school funding or programs. 

 

ACE 3-MINUTE WALKTHROUGH, UPDATING FOR 2016-17 

In preparation for the 2016-17 school year, the ACE 3-Minute Observation application will require that 

you back up last year’s data and initialize the spreadsheet for this year’s data.  The procedure for doing 

this is posted on our web site here.  This is Step 6 of the ‘3-Minute Walkthrough Application 

Instructions’. If you have questions about this process, please email Mike at 

mzakur@patersondiocese.org. 

 

 

CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION  

All elementary school teachers and principals, and all presidents, principals, and theology teachers in 

secondary schools in the Diocese of Paterson shall receive and maintain catechetical certification.  

Please review the catechetical requirements and registration for all classes by  
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clicking here.  The Catholic Schools Office will be contacting every principal to update last year’s 

catechetical audit for each teacher, that form can be downloaded here. 

 

 

NCEA DATABANK INFORMATION 
The date for taking the official enrollment to be used in the NCEA Databank Report is Friday, 

September 16. The resulting information is due at the Catholic Schools Office by Monday, October 

3rd, by email to Toni Lucas at tonilucas@patersondiocese.org . Please honor this deadline since the 

Catholic Schools Office is required to submit the correlated data to NCEA by the end of October.  The 

report procedure and forms can be found online here.  

 

The documents on the website include a PDF worksheet, the reporting Excel spreadsheet and guidance 

material. As in the past, principals will be asked to report the student enrollment and staffing totaled by 

grade, religion and race, as well as information concerning participation in state and federal programs 

such as Title I, nutrition programs, E-rate, transportation funding, etc.  For those schools in 

PowerSchool, much of the required student and staff information can be retrieved directly from 

PowerSchool, but it requires that the school has filled in the fields for student ethnicity/racial 

background and religion.  Information concerning faculty/staff ethnicity/racial background and religion 

are also needed for the databank report.  

 

 

SCHOOL FOCUS VISITS 

Once again, schools in the Diocese of Paterson will be visited for a Focus Visit.  The schedule was 

distributed at the Presidents and Principals Meeting on August 23rd and can be found in the Annual 

Compliance Document folder by clicking here.  Supporting documents that must be completed in 

preparation for the visit can also be found in the ACD folder. Those documents are to be submitted to 

Debbie Duane at dduane@patersondiocese.org by September 30th.  Those documents are: 

 

1. Focus Visit Questionnaire 

2. Principal Annual Goals 

3. Compliance Survey (the compliance survey can be accessed by clicking here and will be directly 

sent to the CSO) 

 

TERRA NOVA DATA ANALYSIS 

Documents for the collection and analysis of the Terra Nova 2016 testing can be found on our website or 

by clicking here.  Principals are asked to have the School Profile Report completed and submitted  

electronically by September 30th.  This report is an element of your Focus Visit.  It is also an essential  
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component in identifying the Professional Development needs of your school, and the tool to use in 

generating SGOs for new teachers.  You are to email a completed copy to Debbie Duane at 

dduane@patersondiocese.org . 

 

 

INFORMATION FOR GROWTH:   ADULT FAITH FORMATION SURVEY 
All schools will again participate this school year in the Information for Growth (IFG):  Adult Faith 

Formation Survey.  The survey is available to order through NCEA or by clicking here.   Please be sure to 

check the inventory you have on hand before ordering materials.  Most schools should have test booklets 

used in 2013 available and would then only need to order answer sheets.  All testing of adults who teach 

in your schools, including part time staff, should be completed between February 1st and March 31st of 

2017.  Questions should be directed to Debbie Duane at dduane@patersondiocese.org . 

  

PRINCIPAL APPOINTMENT 
The following appointment for 2016-17 has recently been finalized: Thomas Welsh, St. Pius X School, 

Montville. 

 

 

E-MAIL ID’S 
With the start of the new year, the Catholic Schools Office wants to make sure that all teachers and 

staff have @patdioschools.org email ID’s.  If a school has new teachers who do not have email ID’s, 

principals are asked to submit their names to email@patdioschools.org.  ID’s will be created and sent 

back to the Principal, who can then forward the information to the teachers so they can initialize their 

accounts. 

 

 

NCEA 
The National Catholic Education Association (NCEA) Convention & Expo will be held in St. Louis, MO on 

April 18-20, 2017.  Registration and Housing for NCEA 2017 will open in mid-September.   

 

JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY 
On Friday, November 18, 2016, a liturgy to close the Jubilee Year of Mercy will be celebrated by Bishop 

Serratelli for student and faculty representatives from all Catholic schools in the Diocese, at 10:30am,   

in St. Philip the Apostle Church, Clifton.  Invitations will be sent to pastors and associates as well as 

high school chaplains in October.  However, principals are asked to remind their pastors to save the 

date.  
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ALERT SOLUTIONS 2  
All schools are reminded to make sure their Alert Solutions 2 system is working. Schools are encouraged 

to use the system for weekly announcements to insure it works when needed. 

 

SCHOOL MARKETING TEAMS 
The name and email information for each school marketing team member should be sent to Maria Kistler 

mkistler@patersondiocese.org before September 12th to insure that they are included on monthly 

marketing meeting invitations/registrations. 

 

 

SCHOOL MARKETING TEAM MEETING 
Our first school marketing meeting will be on September 22nd from 3:30-5pm in the JP II Center. We 

will be discussing Branding and Communication. An email invitation will be sent to all school marketing 

team members on September 15th. 

 

 

SCHOOL PROFILES 
All School Profiles should be updated by September 30th. Once you have updated the template, save the 

document as a PDF file and upload onto your school website ‘About Us’ section. After this has been 

completed email the link to Maria Kistler mkistler@patersondiocese.org, so the CSO website can be 

updated as well. The blank template can be found here. 

 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
We are always excited to share your school news and success stories on our website and social media 

pages. Content that we feature includes: faith, academics, service, community outreach, athletics, and 

the arts. When including a picture always confirm the students have ‘Permission to Publish’ forms on file. 

Pictures can be posed or candid, and should have the students in school uniform. 

Please forward any school news or events to: media@patdioschools.org.  
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